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three whole months with admirable patience, in continual peace tranquillity,
and joy, never making the least complaint, but often embracing the crucifix
and pressing it close upon his breast when the pain was very sharp.   The
unworthy prior treated him with the utmost inhumanity, forbade anyone
to be admitted to see him, changed the infirmarian because he served him
with tenderness, locked him up in a little cell, made him continual harsh
reproaches, and would not allow anything but the hardest bread and food,
refusing him even what seculars sent in for him; all which the saint suffered
with joy in his countenance.    God himself was pleased to complete his
sacrifice, and abandoned him for some time to a great spiritual dryness,
and a state of interior desolation*   But his love and patience were the more
heroic.   The provincial happening to come to Ubeda a few days before his
death was grieved to see this barbarous usage, opened the door of his
cell, and said that such an example of invincible patience and virtue ought
to be public, not only to his religious brethren, but to the whole world.
The prior of Ubeda opened his eyes, begged the saint's pardon, received
his instructions for the government of his community, and afterwards
accused and condemned himself with many tears.    As for the saint him-
self, we cannot give a better description of the situation of his holy soul
in his last moments than in his own words, where he speaks of the death
of a saint,1 " Perfect love of God makes death welcome, and most sweet
to a soul.    They who love thus, die with burning ardours and impetuous
flights through the vehemence of their desires of mounting up to their
beloved.    The rivers of love in the heart, now swell almost beyond all
bounds, being just going to enter the ocean of love.    She seems already
to behold that glory, and all things in her seem already turned into love,
seeing there remains no other separation than a thin web, the prison of
the body being almost broken."   This seems the exact portraiture of the
soul of our saint upon the point of leaving this world.   Two hours before
he died he repeated aloud the Miserere psalm with his brethren;  then he
desired one to read to him part of the book of Canticles, appearing him-
self in transports of joy.    He at length cried out, " Glory be to God ";
pressed the crucifix on his breast, and after so^ne time said, " Lord, into
thy hands I commend my soul ";  with which words he calmly breathed
forth his soul on the i4th of December, in 1591, being forty-nine years
old, of which he had spent twenty-eight in a religious state.    Almighty
God exalted him after his death by several miracles; amongst which the
cure of a nun of the Annunciation, at Neuf-CMteau, in Lorrain, struck
with a palsy, in 1705, effected on the ninth day of a Novena of devotion
to this saint, was juridically proved in the court of the Bishop of TouL
St John was canonized by Benedict XIII in 1726, and his office in the
Roman Breviary was appointed on this 24th of November.    His body

1 Fl&mina viva Amoria, p, 507*